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STANDARD PROCEDURES FOR APPLYING COPPER SULFATE FOR ALGAE CO}rTROL 

/ 

PURPOSE: To provide a guide in applying copper sulfate to the reservoirs in 

controlling algae for the purpose of preventing taS t e and odors in 

Patuxent Plant finished water. 

NOTE: A permit is required for the application of C?pper Sulfate to the 

WSSC reservoirs, T. Howard Duckett and Triadelph~a Lake. The permit 

is secured through the Maryland Department of Health and }lental 

Hygiene. 

CRITERIA FOR APPLYING COPPER SULFATE TO T .. HOWARD DUCKETT RESERVOIR. 

1. Total a~gae count is high. >1000 organisms per ml in Patuxent 

Plant raw water. 
, 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

A sp~cific type of taste nnd odor producing algae count is high. 

~200.organisms per ml in Patuxent Plant raw water. 

I 

A high threshold odor number is detected in Patuxent Plnnt 

raw water. 

A taste or odor is detected in Patuxent Plant tap water 

Algae blooms are visible in T. Howard Duckett reservoir. 

6. Filter clogging algae count is high. )SOO 

in Patuxent Plant raw water. (di atoms) 
organisms per ~1 
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CRITERIA FOR APPLYING COPPER SULFATE TO TRIADELPJ-rr A 

'.L.t-1 L..I\ KE. 

1. Visual inspection shows 1 

h 

8 gae bloo1ns fl i ti f 

t e lake or in coves. 
oat ng over por ons o 

2. Special ~am~les collecte•cl J 
s 10w tot~1 1 i hi h 

organisms per ml. 
" a enc count ~ g >3000 

• 

, 

' ' . 
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